[Vascular risk factors and renal failure].
Patients with chronic kidney disease (CKD) have a substantially increased risk of cardiovascular disease (CVD) compared with the general population. The high prevalence of established traditional risk factors for atherosclerosis (diabetes, hypertension, dyslipidemia) in these patients undoubtedly contributes to the accelerated rate of vascular disease. In addition, several hypotheses have emerged to explain the high prevalence of CVD in patients with chronic renal failure. Growing evidence has been gathered over the last 15 years regarding the role of uremia-related risk factors such as inflammation and oxidant stress in the pathogenesis of atherosclerosis in subjects with renal failure. This paper will review current knowledge regarding the potential role of these non-traditional or uremia-related risk factors for atherosclerosis with special emphasis on prevalence, cardiac risk, and management in patients with CKD.